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Frequently Asked Questions on Obama’s Visit to the Philippines 
 
1. Why is President Obama visiting the 
Philippines on April 28th and 29th?  
 
As part of his trip in the Asia-Pacific region, two of 
the main reasons Obama is meeting with President 
Aquino are to strengthen agreements giving foreign 
corporations special privileges so they have greater 
access to the Philippines’ abundant human and 
natural resources and to increase U.S. military 
presence in the region. 
 
2. Why do Obama and the United States want to 
increase privileges for foreign corporations? 
 
Obama and the U.S. are world leaders in pushing free trade and globalization for the benefit of multi-
national corporations. This means convincing governments in the Asia-Pacific region, like the 
Philippines, to eliminate or reduce existing laws and policies (i.e. minimum wage laws and tariffs) that 
restrict foreign corporations from exploiting a country’s human and natural resources. The agreement 
that Obama is pushing Aquino to support is called the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPPA). 
 
3. What is wrong with increasing privileges for foreign corporations? 
 
Increasing access of foreign corporations means decreasing resources for the Filipino people. For 
example, U.S.-based Dole Pineapple, which has owns thousands of hectares of land in the Philippines, 
continues to acquire more land until this day. This process occurs at the cost of displacing thousands of 
Filipino families who need the land to live and grow the food they need to eat. This also applies to 
Philippine resources such as gold where small-scale Filipino miners cannot compete against foreign 
large-scale mining corporations. In the case of the mining industry, over the long run foreign 
corporations could legally extract all of the country’s mineral resources and pollute the surrounding 
area leaving the land and water toxic and unusable for generations. 
 
4. Will increasing privileges for foreign corporation create more jobs for Filipinos? 
 
Not the kind that Filipinos need. Increasing privileges of foreign corporations means decreasing 
restrictions that prevent exploitation. This means the government of the Philippines would be 
forbidden from ensuring foreign corporations pay wages that enables workers to appropriately feed 
their families. This also means limiting the ability of the government to protect workers against unsafe 
and inhumane work conditions. Provisions in the TPPA even allow corporations to sue the government 
for intervening in their business, should the government try to protect Filipino workers. 
 



 

 
5. Why does the U.S. want to increase military presence in the Philippines?  
 
As China continues to develop as a leading world power, the U.S. plans to move  
60% of its military force including warships, troops, surveillance equipment, drones and others 
weapons to the Pacific region by 2020 to challenge China’s political and economic influence in the 
region. This move, referred to by Obama as the “Asia-Pacific Pivot”, is a shifting of military resources 
from the Middle East to the Asia-Pacific.  
 
6. How does increasing U.S. military presence combat China's growth as a world leader?  
 
In the U.S. approach to world politics, military power equates to negotiating power.  
The U.S. will use the indirect or direct threat of military force to pressure China to align its policies 
with American interests including economic policies and agreements like the TPPA.  
 
7. Does increasing U.S. military presence protect the Filipino people from China? 
 
No. Increased U.S. military presence escalates the conflict and puts the Filipino people at greater risk 
of being caught in the middle of an armed conflict between two foreign powers. The issue with China 
over territorial claims must be settled using diplomacy. The Philippines should not surrender its 
sovereignty to China or the U.S.  
 
8. What does “increased U.S. military presence” mean for the Filipino people?  
 
Historically U.S. military presence has resulted in many unresolved and severe violations against the 
rights of the Filipino people. For example the U.S. was not held accountable for the damage its warship 
caused to the Tubbataha reef in January 2013. Following the rape of Nicole and many other similar 
cases, U.S. soldiers who have committed sexual abuse have almost always been released without 
accountability. Ultimately increasing the presence of foreign soldiers, weapons, and nuclear materials 
near schools, places of work, and peoples’ homes puts at risk the health, safety, and vitality of the 
Filipino people. 
 
9. Why is the Philippines important in the U.S. military strategy?  
 
The Philippines has always been the cornerstone of U.S. military presence in Asia.  
The first U.S. military bases were built on the archipelago. The Philippines was the main launching 
pad for U.S. bomber plains during the Vietnam War. It plays a key role in the U.S. strategy today due 
to America’s continuing influence on Philippine politics as well as the islands’ proximity to China.   
 
10. What does this mean for the taxpayers in the U.S.?  
 
It means appropriating $50 million tax dollars every year for military aid to the Philippines and 
sending tens of thousands of U.S. soldiers to the Philippines to support and train the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (AFP) instead of allocating these funds to the budget for education, job creation, and 
social services in the U.S. It is also important to note that the AFP is implicated in thousands of 
unresolved cases of human rights violations against the Filipino people who they are supposed to 
protect.  
 
11. What should I do if I do not want increased U.S. military presence in the Philippines?  
 
Call President Obama’s office at 202.456.1111 and tell him that you do not support the TPPA and you 
do not want your taxpayer dollars to go toward increased military presence in the Philippines. 


